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Southern Hills Republican  Women 
Mission Statement                                

 

The Southern Hills Republican Womenôs Club believes in American exceptionalism. We are            
committed to supporting and advancing the Republican Party, and its candidates, at the local, 
state and national level.   To fulfill this mission we will:  
 
 

Å provide information on current political and community issues,  
Å organize members and coordinate efforts to promote and elect Republican candidates,  
Å maintain our commitment, passion and knowledge in support of the Republican  Party and     
conservative issues.  

Å influence policy making at all levels of government. 
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DIRECTORS 
 

President  
Lynn Armanino 

lynn@armaninofamily.com           
702-248-1414 

 

1st VP  
Nickie Diersen 
ndiersen@cox.net 
702-897-4682 

 

2nd VP  
Dorothy Kazanjian 
dkazan@cox.net  
702-685-3631 

 

Treasurer 
Linda Schlinger 

sandula4@aol.com  
702-896-9829 

 

Secretary  
Heather Stamer 

ladyunderthesea@aol.com 
702-743-0381 

 

Communications Director  
Jan-Ie Low 

janie@goldencatalyst.com  
702-327-2628 

 

Events Director  
Marilyn Ford 

lunchperson45@gmail.com  
702-450-7063 

 

Campaign Director 
Carolyn von Gortler 
pbvg13@cox.net 
702-914-3730 

 

Budget & Finance Director 
Parliamentarian 
Sharon Banta 

sharonebanta@yahoo.com 
702-496-5111 

  
Luncheon fee is  

payable in advance to SHRW  
$25 for members 

$30 for non-members 
 

Price at the door 
is $30 if space is available 

 

Buckmanôs Grille is located at  
2600 Hampton Rd. Henderson,   

 

Room opens at 10:45 a.m.   
 Lunch is served at 11:30 a.m. 

 

Reservation deadline 
May 19 

(must be received in the mail) 
for the monthly Luncheon 

  

Please send checks to:  

So. Hills Republican Women:  
2505 Anthem Village Drive   

Suite E-223 Henderson, NV 89052 
or drop them in the mail box at 

2001 DiPinto 
(corner of Hampton &  DiPinto )

Street) 

 

May 24  

    Candidate Forum 

 

 

We have 7 candidates running for Nevada State Senate,      
Nevada State Assembly, and District Court Judge. Come and 
hear why they feel they are the best person for the job. 
 

 

Å      Carrie Buck ï for SD 5 
Å    Assemblywoman Victoria Seaman ï for SD 6 
Å    Keith Pickard ï for AD 22 
Å    Amy Groves ï for AD 29 
Å    Nick Phillips ï for AD 41 
Å    Mary Rooney ï for AD 41 
Å    Judge Eric Johnson - for reelection, Dept. 20 
 
We will be taking candidate questions in advance from our 
members. Please submit your questions in advance to      
Nickie Diersen at ndiersen@cox.net. Please see candidate   
bios on pages 2-3.  
 

We will also be Celebrating Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Month. See details on page 6. 

     SHRW  Accepts Credit & Debit Cards            

To make lunch reservations with a credit/debit card Go to   
 and click on register.  
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/shrw-may-lunch-tickets-24993349782?
aff=erelexpmlt 
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State Sentate & Assembly Candidates  

 
Carrie Buck ï for SD 5 
 

Dr. Carrie Buck served as an elementary classroom teacher, English Language Learner       
Specialist, Adult Trainer,  Assistant Principal, and a Principal for the Clark County School District 
in her 20 years as an educator.  She currently serves as Principal of Pinecrest Academy, a  
charter school in Henderson. Carrie began her career as an educator in 1996, teaching at G. 
Wooley, U. Newton, and McCaw  Elementary School.  In 2004, she served as Assistant        
Principal at U.  Newton Elementary and David Cox Elementary. In January of 2006, she became 
the Principal of C.T. Sewell  Elementary School where she started a 'Blended Technology Learning Model'.  
 

She currently serves as a member of the Spread the Word Nevada Advisory Board and a Director for the  
Kasner Family Foundation Board. She received a B.S. in Elementary Education from Montana State          
University, Masterôs Degree in  Administration and Supervision from the University of Phoenix in Las Vegas, 
and Doctoral Degree in Educational Leadership from NOVA Southeastern University in Ft. Lauderdale,     
Florida.  
 

Carrie lives in Henderson, Nevada with her husband and four sons. She enjoys reading 
leadership books, traveling, and boating. 
 

Assemblywoman Victoria Seaman ï for SD 6 
 

In 2014, Victoria Seaman was elected to the Nevada Legislature for Assembly District 34. 
Victoria served as Assistant Majority Whip of the South, and also served on the Committee 
on Commerce and Labor (Vice Chair), the Committee on Judiciary, and Committee on  
Legislative Operations. As an entrepreneur, Victoria created and managed Day Spaôs and 
designed and manufactured a high-end Esthetician product line. Victoria oversaw the daily 
operations of both companies, and  after growing both companies successfully, she sold 
them in 2004 and 2009, respectively.  
 

Victoria brings her 25-years plus in business and community outreach, as well as her experience as a Nevada 
State  Assemblywoman into her campaign to represent the taxpayers and voters of Senate District 6.          
Victoriaôs interest in politics was ignited while earning her degree in Political Science. She is currently working 
on a  degree in Marriage  Family Therapy. Since 2009, Victoria has been active within the local political        
community.  
 

Victoria and her husband are the proud parents of Tatiana who will be graduating from UCLA this 
spring. Victoria and her husband love animals, and share their home with their  
three dogs.  
 

Keith Pickard ï for Assembly District 22 
 

Keith Pickard is a long-time resident of Anthem, having moved here in 2003 to design and build 
recreation centers and club houses for Del Webb.  Keith is responsible for having managed the 
design and construction of the Independence Center at Sun City Anthem. Keith spent months 
gathering input and cooperation of the residents of this great  community. Keith also owned a construction and 
development firm, having spent almost 20 years in the industry.  
  
Keith is now an attorney and founding partner of Pickard Parry Pfau, a full service law firm located in         
Henderson.  Keith is a real estate and family lawyer, helping parents and grandparents maintain  relationships 
with their children and  grandchildren. Keith is also experienced in the legislature, having been the principal 
draftsman and lobbyist for landmark legislation making the court system more fair for those seeking custody of 
their children.  Keith stands first for making things fair.  He believes the first goal of government should be to 
spend money wisely,  protect its citizens, and provide quality education for everyone, since economic              
improvement starts with an educated workforce  
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Disclaimer: The Southern Hills Republican Womenôs Club newsletter is paid for by the Southern Hills Republican 
Womenôs Club and is not authorized by any candidate or candidateôs committee 
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State Senate, Assemby & Judicial Candidates  

 

Amy Groves ï for Assembly District 29 
Amy Groves is a small business owner.  Her company, Nevada's Finest Properties, Re/Max just        
celebrated its 10th year in business. As a business owner Amy sees firsthand what too much            
government involvement and higher taxes can do to our economy.  She started becoming interested in 
politics as she got older and her company started to become more successful. Amy is a California   
transplant, moved to Las Vegas in 2003, and has been a homeowner in Henderson for the last 2 years.  Amy has a BA 
in Liberal Studies from Antioch University in Santa Barbara.  Amy is married to a retired Army soldier, Mike Groves. 
         
Her business background (real estate agent and HOA Manager) has been a source of contention for the legislators in 
the last 4 sessions and she feels she can bring expert knowledge to these subjects that most legislators donôt seem to 
understand. Bad/questionable legislation will put a company out of business or strip away ambition to be in business.             
She is running as a conservative Republican and wants to make sure we have a great platform for  business to operate. 
 

Nick Phillips ï for Assembly District 41 
 

Nick has called Nevada home for the past 11 years. At 16 he started his first business fixing computers 
and building websites to pay for rent and food while studying for his high-school diploma. For the past 16 
years he has helped businesses large and small to eliminate waste while improving their efficiencies. 
Nick was the Political Director for the CCRP from 2013 ï 2015.  
  
He has owned several local businesses. One of these companies had a staff of nearly 50 people,       
another had 25. In all, he has employed well over 100 Nevadans. He has experienced the ups and 
downs of the economy; knowing that each week he was responsible for meeting the payroll for his staff. 
He understands what is needed to create a budget and make the necessary adjustments when goals are missed or  
exceeded.  
  
Nick is married and has two young boys. He is running for Assembly to help improve our communityôs education 
through local control, school choice and vocational programs, to help improve access to healthcare and to bring more 
diverse jobs to Nevada.  
 

Mary Rooney ï for Assembly District 41 
 

Mary is originally from Chicago and was raised in the town of Lockport, Illinois. She attended  Loyola 
University, Chicago, and graduated magna cum laude with a degree in Psychology. After college, she 
went to work for Sears. Roebuck and Co. and remained there for 18 years.  Her final position was 
that of National Director of Policy and Benefits for Employees and Retirees where she was             
responsible for 80 employees and a multi-million-dollar budget.  
 
When Mary and her husband, Murtha moved to Henderson in 2009 she became involved with the Tea Party. She later 
served as President of the Las Vegas Valley Tea Party, an experience she says ñwill treasure for the rest of my lifeò. 
Since moving to Nevada, she noticed that the state appeared to be in a downward spiral.  ñEmployment is down,  taxes 
are up, and our legislators turn a deaf ear on the electorate.  Politicians promise anything and everything to get elected 
and then forget who put them in office and why.ò  She decided to put her anger and energy to good use and run for  
public office herself. 
 

Judge Eric Johnson  
 

Hon. Eric Johnson is the District Judge for Department XX for the Eighth Judicial District Court 
handling both criminal and civil matters.  Governor Brian Sandoval appointed him as a judge in 
May 2015.  Prior to his appointment, he was a Special Attorney with the U.S. Department of  
Justice, Organized Crime and Racketeering Section, and an  Assistant U.S. Attorney with the 
U.S. Attorneyôs Office for the District of  Nevada, serving 10 years as Chief of the Officeôs        
Organized Crime Strike Force and two years as overall Chief of the Criminal Division for the 
state.  
   

During his over 30 years with the US Attorney's office, he prosecuted and tried cases involving 
domestic and international organized crime, RICO, murder and violent crime, narcotics, money laundering, terrorism, 
corruption, and casino and complex fraud.   
 

Prior to this time, he also was an instructor of trial advocacy and strategy at the Department of Justiceôs National 

Advocacy Center and presenter at the International Law Enforcement Academy in Bangkok.  
Judge Johnson earned his B.S. in Education degree from Emporia State University and his J.D. degree from the       

University of Kansas School of Law. 
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